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Zurab Kiknadze

GEORGIAN MYTHOLOGY

Book 1
The Cross and his People

(Summary)

The cross (jvari) and his people, the community (sagmo) — these two entities constitite the main
them of the mytological traditions (andrezi) of the mountain region of Eastern Georgia. Here we
learn what the sagmo knew in the classical period of its existence about the its own genesis of the
jvari and that of the sagmo.

What is jvari and what is saqgmo?

Like the Aristotelian ideal polis, the sagmo is situated within man’s sight, and its members (gma)
knew one another personally. A bell tower on a hill, within sight of the whole population, sum-
mons the gqma. The sound of the bell unites the sagmo acoustically - it outlines the territory of
saqgmo. The call reaches the entire population that assembles at the sanctuary with the raised stan-
dard, the population reaffirms its unity, its faith and loyalty to an unseen high patron. The patrons
of the sagmos bear the names of St. George or Archangel Michael and the other Christian saints.
they are called the jvari (cross). The jvaris do not reveal themselves to every one. In the commu-
nity over which they must exercise patronage they single out one person whom they deem wor-
thy of serving them. Watever knowledge we have about the mysterios world of the jvary we study
from these persons, called mkadre. This knowledge is resulting from their spirituai experience and
trial which usually involves danger. The mkadre of the jvari tells us stories that can be conveyed
only in the first person, for he tells about his personal experience, what he has seen and felt. The
jvari let him see in the subterranean cave the mysterios gold treasure as a sign of his sanctity, his
materialized essence.

What is sagmo? This is the population in allegiance to its invisible patron, jvar/ that won it the
territory “in the beginning” by wresting it from the hands of the devis (ogres). Afterwards the
sanctuaries, the rituals, the hierarchy of the cult servants, and the settiement of the sagmo were
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founded. Thus, the population which has a religious center, gathered around the jvari and feels
his protection is more than a population. It is a sagmo. sa-qm-o-r “(the unity) of the gma’, the ser-
vants, is the jvari’s peculiar people, which is protected (kept) by him as a precious treasure.

The population of the mountain areas of Eastern Georgia lived, and still continues to live, with
more or less intensity, under such communities. each of them is a clearly defined individuality,
each bearing the imprint of its patron in its land and preserving in memory the myths (andrezi) of
the founding of its jvari To the present day, in a period of rampant urbanity, no matter where
they may find themselves in Georgia’s towns and villages — these people, the faithful members of
their sagmo, remember their mythical past preserved in the fundamental andrezi. These andrezi
teii of the emergence of the jvari, their battles with the devis to save man from their violence, the
securing of obtain territory for them to live on, the wonderful trals of the mkadre, God’s anger and
grace, triumphs and disasters, and exemplary acts and miracles. All this forms the basis, the consti-
tution, of the present existence of the sagmo, its religious and social life.

CONTENS OF THE BOOK

I. Fondation myths,

II1. The Treasure of the Land of kajis,
III.  The sagmo,

IV.  The Called and the Chosen,

V. “The time of Bloody Rain”,

VI.  The Devoted.

THE MYTHOPOETICAL FRAGMENT:

“IN olden days I, Saint George, was the mighty one,

And I was bound to the sky by the golden chain,

There stood for me on Khmel-gori (“Bare hill”) the old oak-tree,
And I used to ascend it by the ladder,

And lift heavenward the offerings of my sagmo to God...”
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